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Last month, St. Stephen’s University (SSU) announced a new certificate program entitled
Reconciliation Studies: Truth-Telling and Reconciling with Indigenous Peoples. Classes will
begin in September with two Wolastoqey elders joining the program’s faculty.
This distinctive certificate program is designed to support students, as well as community and
business leaders, who seek to create and foster reconciling relationships with Indigenous peoples.
In developing this program, Dr. Walter Thiessen, the lead faculty member for this initiative, has
been actively engaged in consultations with many Indigenous colleagues, neighbours, and
friends. A partnership with the Peskotomuhkati Nation will enable students to participate in a
two-week learning module at the Peskotomuhkati Nation’s Camp Chiputneticook and on the St.
Stephen’s University campus.
The care involved in designing a program addressing “truth-telling and reconciling with
Indigenous Peoples" has not gone unnoticed. Two Wolastoqey elders, Dr. Imelda Perley and Dr.
David Perley, founders of the Wolastoq Language and Culture Center, have enthusiastically
signed on as faculty for the program. In their early consultations, Dr. Imelda Perley noted that
the program is “contributing to the right change that is needed in order to live as treaty relatives.”
Dr. Imelda Perley is a member of the Council of Elders established by the Mi’kmaq-Wolastoqey
Centre at UNB in partnership with the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development and is the co-founder of the Wolastoq Language and Culture Center. Dr. Perley
works as the Cultural Consultant for two Health Canada initiatives entitled “Oluwikoneyak
Weckuwapasihtit” (From the Womb to Beyond) within the Maternal Child Health program and
“’Ciw Wolakomiksuwakon” (For Healthy Mind, Body and Spirit) within the Maliseet Nation
Mental Wellness program.
Dr. David Perley is the former Director of the Mi’kmaq-Wolastoqey Centre and a co-founder of
the Wolastoq Language and Culture Center. Dr. Perley is a former Chief (1983-1989) and
Councilor (2004-2010) of the Maliseet Nation at Tobique and has worked as a consultant for
federal and provincial departments such as Child and Family Services, Education, Justice,
Solicitor General, as well as Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada.

In addition to the Wolastoqey elders, two non-indigenous professors will join the teaching
faculty. Dr. Walter Thiessen is a professor of psychology and religious studies at Stephen’s
University. Professor Laurens van Esch teaches history and philosophy at SSU and has an
extensive background in advocacy and activism related to Indigenous issues. Their courses will
integrate a variety of Indigenous guest speakers and resources.
Through online engagement, a 2-week in-person module, a learning tour, and volunteer
placements, this 18-credit-hour graduate (or undergraduate) certificate can be completed in as
little as 12 months. Community and business leaders with an interest in Indigenous reconciliation
issues and practices, and any students (with prior degrees or not) who seek to be better prepared
for reconciling relationships are welcome to pursue this certificate program on a stand-alone
basis. SSU degree students will be able to incorporate this certificate into their graduate or
undergraduate degree programs.
To apply, visit: https://www.ssu.ca/graduate/reconciliation-studies/
Applications close July 31st.
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About St. Stephen’s University
St. Stephen’s University is a progressive liberal arts university that is independently chartered to
grant degrees by the Province of New Brunswick. We are a community of students, faculty, staff,
and alumni committed to a common educational mission that is grounded in the fundamental
values of beauty, compassion, and justice. St. Stephen’s University offers a growing array of both
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, with particular strengths in the humanities, international
studies, peace and justice studies, and theology.
St. Stephen’s University acknowledges it resides on the traditional and unceded territory of the
Peskotomuhkati people, covered by the Treaties of Peace and Friendship, and is grateful for their
welcome and friendship.

